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Dear Guest, 
  

   

   There is something so special about July. I 

find myself reminiscing of my undergraduate 

years at Rutgers University. It was not too long 
ago that I was giving a presentation in my 
Animal Behavior class of the female Photuris, 

also known as the femme fatale, a type of firefly.  
 
Every time I glance at the beautiful synchrony of  

spurts of lights emitting from the ground, I am 
reminded of how beautiful our world really is. 
The 'femme fatales' emulate the flashing 

synchrony of another specie of firefly, the 
Phontinus. The "flashing of lights" are used as a 
form of communication and  signals to mate. 

The female Photuris deceives the male 
Phontinus firefly, and devours it for a source of 
food. 

 
I've always been fascinated about our environment, giving that particular 
presentation only reconfirmed it. I also never looked at fireflies the same way ever 
again. For the past two months The Gem Project has set goals to educate our 

youth, through our interactive literacy programs, about the importance of 
environmental protection. These ideas were planned several months prior to 
implementing them. It is to our dismay that our nation is facing the greatest 

environmental tragedy of our time with the oil spill disaster. We could have never 
foreseen this, but we prepared ourselves in addressing questions from our youth. 
 

We've created environmental awareness comic books with the children of North-
End library. We have embedded several photos and video clips within this 
newsletter for your viewing pleasure. The interactive literacy program is just 1 of 

the 9 different main programs that The Gem Project runs and has created. Our 
age demographics consist of youths from 3-22*.  
 

We have several different programs, contests, and walks throughout this year and 
2011 planned. We encourage you to participate and join us as we make a positive 

Forward this to a friend!  

 

 

Our Mission: 

To educate the  youth of our nation, 

of various issues that affect them 
and their communities, through the 

use of our innovative programs and 
enriching activities.  

 
By providing the youth with the 

necessary tools to participate in our 

programs, we encourage personal 

grow th and awareness about 
substantial issues that affect them.  

 

The experiences that many youths 
attain from our programs, will help 

them become very healthy 
enlightened leaders, and 

community organizers for the 
future.  

Write US: 

The Gem Project 

PO BOX 32322 

Newark, NJ 07102 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103532120223&s=0&e=001NVFlyf0ASaSYBrJ1WQVJPZ8nL1ukx1lQWdqN_Lir5NUBp8hw36dSrmda85taU_DTXe6vwWADEvxwUmodRHuguTJGy23TzRhArTA-EHrHUJo704as7HKc7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103532120223&s=0&e=001NVFlyf0ASaSYBrJ1WQVJPZ8nL1ukx1lQWdqN_Lir5NUBp8hw36dSrtI4mkhaHGyGpBUgBnbGr9bdcMyaUtBFjKFDkwTI70qolUtepSTsoqkzenhdeQ0lHw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103532120223&s=0&e=001NVFlyf0ASaSYBrJ1WQVJPZ8nL1ukx1lQWdqN_Lir5NUBp8hw36dSrjQCYMEmXtbD1PST0Yc2g38KEq8VpYRrjH6G2CtOAbEKwSYIvja3GB3SKTqSfr8Ysn361naAs6rHaEh8QJ6ikW9gYFWFpKmFfYQM9GgqxnDW
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103532120223&s=0&e=001NVFlyf0ASaSYBrJ1WQVJPZ8nL1ukx1lQWdqN_Lir5NUBp8hw36dSrv5SE99Fg89_EozEvFONISCokr5Jim3ubaW39dGMDJUVqIb94y_zD5U__EMvPgbX-A==
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1102913833882&id=preview


impact to our world. Register as a TGP walker : (here). 
Here is a news clipping of our first campus walk in 2008: 

 
Enjoy this month's newsletter, like our environment, it is indeed very 

special. Enjoy your days. Yesterday I saw a painted lady butterfly, it made me 
smile. 

 

Please send stories, comments, or suggestions that relate to this issue to 
feedback@thegemproject.org. We're very interested to hear from you. 

The Gem Project, Inc| is a Newark, NJ Based Nonprofit; Meetings are  

in NY & NJ every 3rd Saturday. 
 
Sincerely, 

Amanda Ebokosia, Founder/CEO 

The Gem Project, Inc. 
RU NCAS Alum '08 
973-506-9275 (TGP Main #) 

866-582-5521 (Fax #) 
project@thegemproject.org 
http://thegemproject.org 

@ebokosia     @thegemproject  

Note: You've received this message based on your relationship with Amanda 

Ebokosia, or The Gem Project,Inc. You're free to unsubscribe at any time. This 
message is also delivered to our media contact list.  For questions regarding 
delivery of this message, please contact project@thegemproject.org. 

 

 
INFO: Monthly-- the Gem Project volunteers read to children and do an 
interactive activity, which complements our theme for that month. Last 

month we allowed a group of children in Newark to partake in the creation of 
a group comic book about environmental protection. This is one of the nine 

programs that the Gem Project runs. Here are some select photos of our 

events, which includes are final product. 

 

 
 

Parul Punjani 

 
 

 

Division:  

Finance & Accounting 
Education: Masters in Financial 

Accounting 

                  Rutgers University 2009 

Excellence: 
Parul Punjani has been a dedicated 

member since The Gem Project first 

started. She is one of our founding 

members. Punjani's leadership and her 

ability to deliver  excellence is unmatched. 

Her devotion with the educational 

program, Interactive Literacy: 

environmental protection, for children 

from 3-8 years of age was noble. Her help 

at the achievement ceremony was 

appreciated. She is truly a great asset here 

at The Gem Project.  
                    
Congratulations on a TGP JOB well done!  

Upcoming: 

August 2010 - Alonzo Yorke 

Past: 
June - 2010 Capri Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 UPCOMING 
JULY EVENTS  
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RSVP for all events by: 
>973-506-9275  
>project@thegemproject.org 
>http://thegemproject.org 
 SEE: Events Section 

¶ 7/17/2010:   

      Virtual Meeting: 

 

* Virtual meetings will take place 

during the months of JUNE-

AUGUST. 

>Visit Virtual Meeting Site: 

(Virtual - Meeting Website :HERE) 

*Must RSVP for password 

Note: Regular  meet-up site 

location will resume September 

2010: 

Where:116 West 23rd  Street 

              New York, NY  

Time: 2:00 -2:30 PM 

           (Prospective Member) 

Meeting: 2:30-3:00 PM  

             (All Members) 

Note: Assigned rooms are only 

given to those who RSVP! 

¶ 7/21/2010: 

Interactive Literacy 

Program                

Interactive Literacy Program 

Follow-up: 

     -Meeting to deliver another  

comic  book and list of fall 2010 

programs to our approved sites at 

4:00 PM. 

¶ 7/31/2010:  

 

Partnership Meeting: 
The Gem Project will be having 

monthly meetings with individuals 

or companies that wish to create 

a partnership. It is an extensive 

process as we will have signed 

agreements made. 

10-12PM 

You must RSVP. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103532120223&s=0&e=001NVFlyf0ASaSYBrJ1WQVJPZ8nL1ukx1lQWdqN_Lir5NUBp8hw36dSrq8Cgl-eZkyquueoNfl15Z-UG7ripL-c8wh9Zziyv5n8GyfQHEe5RvLRJYStWbFYKLEkgTXzxWTM


 
 

The Result = 
 

 
 

RSVP: You may do so by e-

mailing: 

project@thegemproject.org or 

calling 973 506 9275  

Meeting Sites: Montclair, NJ & 

Newark, NJ 

¶  7/31/2010:The Autism 

Quilt               Time: 1:00-4:00 PM 

 

We create Autism Quilts and 

distribute it to various 

participating schools as gifts. 

 

* Must RSVP; This program is by 

appointment so we can book the 

necessary rooms to 

accommodate everyone who 

attends. Only those who RSVP get 

further detailed information. 

 

Selected Venues: 
1) Science, Industry & Business 

NYPL 188 Madison Avenue @ 

34th Street 

New York, NY 10016-4314 

 

2)Ripley Grier Studios 

NEW YORK,NY  

(Room Location--RSVP 1st) 

Time: 1:00-4:00PM 
*depending on the capacity, location is 

subject to change. Those who RSVP will 

get a final confirmation several days 

before the event. This will apply for all 

events. 

 
Click Button Below: 

 
 

Please Read Below: 
Purpose:  

 

(Click Seal to View 
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Viewing the final product.... 

 

& Now a closer look:  
 

 

Disclaimer: The cover of the comic book was customized from the actual 
book that was read," Why Should I Save Energy." The original illustration 

was by Mike Gordon, the Gem Project does not claim any rights to the cover 
design. 
////////////// 

Special Thanks: Heather Rivera, for allowing TGP to do our programs at 
your location. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Interactive Literacy Regular Hours & Locations will resume 
September 2010. Our locations are preparing for new summer hours. 
 

When: Every 3rd Wednesday 
Time: Between 3-6 PM EST ( After school ) 
           Between 11-12 PM EST( During school )  

Volunteer: Call: 973-506-9275  
                    RSVP: (ONLINE) 
Sites: Schools, Day Centers, Libraries, and recreational facilities. 

The Gem 

Project was 

founded on March 25, 2006 and 

incorporated October 1, 

2007.We're ready to file our 

nonprofit for tax exemption. We 

finished all the necessary 

paperwork and need help raising 

the filing fee.   

Any amount will be helpful in 

fulfilling our goals. However, 

individual contributions of $35 

USD or more are encouraged. 

Please provide a mailing address 

for receipt and letter of gratitude. 
Click Button Below: 

 

Verification Page) 

 

 

 --Start Your Own 

Chapter Today-- 
The Gem Project is welcoming 

students to apply to start their 

own collegiate & high school 

chapters. 
 

You may apply today:  
 

[Get Involved Section:  

http://thegemproject.org]  
 

Be a part of a close network. TGP 

main headquarters guides new 

chapters on the best ways to 

execute our programs. All 

members join us annually at a 

gala to celebrate our wins of the 

year. All chapters are given their 

own chapter website! They're now 

able to update the public on their 

upcoming news and events. 

 
"The Place Where Community 

Organizers Are Born!" 
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